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Art Unit: 2853 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention "was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate by Shibata et al. 
(USPN 6,247,783). 

With respect to claim 1, Shibata discloses an ink jet printer comprising: 

• A guide shaft (Column 4: line 48, Fig.1 : element 44); 

• A carriage supported by the guide shaft and reciprocating thereon (Fig. 1 : 
element 45, Column 4: line 49-50); 

• An ink cartridge mounted in the carriage and having print head to eject ink 
on an ink ejecting area of a printing paper (Fig. 1 : element 50, 52, 54, 56, 
Column 5: line 3-5); 

• A feeding roller to convey the printing paper to the print head (Column 4: 
line 19-23); 

• A waste ink-collecting unit to collect waste ink that is ejected from the print 
head onto an area other than the printing paper (Fig. 3: element 80); 

• The waste ink collecting unit comprising a waste ink collecting tank (Fig. 3: 
element 100) disposed adjacent to the print head to collect the waste ink 
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from the print head and a collecting roller (Fig. 3: element 90) rotatable 
disposed at an entrance of the collecting tank, to guide the waste ink from 
the print head to the collecting tank 

2. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate by 
Matsumoto et al. (USPN 6,352,333). 

With respect to claims 10-12, Matsumoto discloses an apparatus comprising: 

• A print head (Fig.4: element 1 ) to eject ink toward a paper; 

• A frame (Fig.4: element 3) to guide the paper, the frame forming a hole 
(Fig.4, Fig. 13) to pass the ejected ink not received by the paper; 

• Paper maintains a constant had gap with the frame (by having the frame 
3, a constant gap is provided between the head and the paper; 

• A waste collector (Fig.4: element 7, Column 5: line 49-54) to collect the ink 
which has passed through the hole. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2-9 and 1 3-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 2-9 are allowable over prior art of record because at least prior art have 
not been found to anticipate or teach that the waste ink collecting unit comprises a 
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paper guide frame having an opening corresponding to the ink ejecting area and the 
collecting roller. 

Claims 13-20 are allowable over prior art of record because at least prior art have 
not been found to anticipate or teach the waste collector comprising a first roller to 
receive the ink which is passed through the hole. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Suzuki (USPN 5,291 ,227) discloses the paper guide frame (Fig. 1 : element 1 2). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ly T. TRAN whose telephone number is 571-272-2155. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30am-5pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's, 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on 571-272-2149. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.usptd.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic. 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

LT 

Feb.28, 2005 

Primary Examiner 





